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PSYCHIATRY SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

 
     The Physician Assistant (PA) will complete new psychiatric outpatient evaluations and, in conjunction 
with Primary or Alternative Supervising Physician, will formulate psychotherapy and/or 
psychopharmacology treatment plans. 
 
    The PA will complete follow-up psychiatric outpatient follow-up appointments, and, in conjunction 
with Primary or Alternative Supervising Physician, will continue or modify established psychotherapy 
and/or psychopharmacology treatment plans. 
 
    The PA, in conjunction with Primary or Alternative Supervising Physician, will order appropriate 
ancillary studies (including laboratory tests, X-rays, and electrocardiograms). 
 
    The PA, with backup by Primary or Alternative Supervising Physician, will serve as an afterhours on call 
service provider during weeknight, weekend, and holiday periods. 
 
     The PA, in conjunction with Primary or Alternative Supervising Physician, will diagnose and treat 
psychiatric conditions as listed in current edition of the Diagnostic and Statistics Manual of the American 
Psychiatric Association [DSM]. 
 
    The PA will see patients during regularly scheduled office hours, only when the Primary and/or 
Alternative Supervising Physicians are physically present in the office. 
 
     The PA will immediately and directly consult with the Primary and/or Alternative Supervising 
Physician in situations where a patient is deemed an immediate danger to his or herself and/or others.   
 
     The PA, in conjunction with the Primary or Alternate Supervising Physician, will review and amend 
these guidelines annually. 
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