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Code: 'InternatiQnal  Fire COde Edltlon:  __ ~2=0~1=5_Sectlon: lFC  [AI 101.5 Appllcatlon of residential 

code. 

Check  One:   [ ] Del~te lind substitute the fQllowing  [ ] Delete withQut substitution   [ ] Add the fQllowing  [Xl MQdify the fQIlQwing 
Type Qr print propQsed modificatiQn.  Use additiQnal palles if necessary.  Underline New language.  lome Thfe,;gh1M." I  9  gaage. 

 
 

!FC [A] 102.5 ApplicatiQn  Qfresidential  code. Where  structures  are designed  and conStructed  in accQrdance  with  the International 
~esidential CQde, the provisions  Qfthis  code  sha!! apply as fQIlQws: I., Construction   and designprovlsiQns:    ProvlsiQns  Qfthis  code 
~g  to the exteriQr Qf the structtire  sha!! apply  including,  bat  net  'imite"   te, premises  identificatiQn,  fire apparatus   access  and 

water  supplies.  Where  mteFier ef exteriQr systCIDSQr devices  are instslled,   conStruction  permits  required  bySectiQn   105.7 Qf this 
code sball also  apply.' " ' 

 
2. Administrative,   and Qperational and meislenanee   provlsiQns:A11 suchprovlsiQns   Qfthis  code sha!! apply. 

 
Reason: [Xl Unusually  Restrictive [I   Impmctical [I   Threat  to Human  Injury  Qr Life Safety 
Type  Qr print  the l'ClISQnfQr the proposed  modificatiQn.  Use additiQnal pages  if necesssry. 
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ThIs cQde change  addresses  SQmeQfthe cQntroversy  that has risen since the passage  of a public  comment  on F3-Q7/08.  The 'Qriglna! 
pwpose  was to clear up the vagueness  between  the intemctiQn between  the IRC and the!FC   and hQWthey apply  to Qne- and two- 
family  dwellings  and townhQuSes. The Fire  CQde Committee  did nQt approve  the Qriginal proposal,  which  clearly  stated  that the !FC 
does nQt regulate  the constructiQn  and design  features  of the structure  built  in accQrdance with the IRC, but it does  regulate  the fire 
protectiQns features  leading  up to the structure  (such as premise  identificatiQn,  fire protectiQn water  supplies, and fire apparatus 
access).  A public  CQmment was submitted  lind approved  at the fina! actiQn hearing  which resulted  in the current  cQdetext. 
UnfQrtunately,  instead  Qfclearing  up where  the scope  Qf!FC  ends  and the scope  QfIRC begins.  the current  language  has created  mQre 
controversy   Qver which code regulates  the conStructiQn, design  and maintenance   Qf interiQr features  in Qne- and two-family   dwellings 
and townhQuses.  One Qfthe significant  probleins   is fQund in the last sentence  of the first applicatiQn,  regilrding  the cQnstruction 
permits  required  by sectiQn 105.7. AI! Qfthe  required  cQnstruction  permits  that WQuldapply tQthese types  Qf structures,   as indicated   in 
this sectiQn, are already  addressed  within the scope  Qfthe IRC. The  cQncept Qf the IRC being a singie-sQurce  CQnstruction cQde is 
specifically   stated  within the cQmmentary  to RIOl.!,   which  saYs the intent  Qfthe  IRC is to be a "stand-alQne  residential   code that 
estSblishes  minimwri  regulations   for Qne- and two-family  dwellings  and townhQuses."  The !FC commentary   tQ 102.5  further 
emphasizes   this concept  by stating "The  IRC is designed  and intended  fQr use as a sland-alQne code  fQr the constructiQn  Qf detached 
Qne- and twQ family  dwellings  and townhQuses  not mQre than three 'stQries in heighf'.   A1l  such, the CQnstructiQn Qf detached  Qne- and 

A.~famlly dwellings   and towDhQuses is regulated  exclusively  by the IRC and nQt subject  to the provisiQn  of any Qther I-Codes,  Qther 
.~an  tQ the extent specifically referenced. The intent Qfproviding a stand-alQne residential cQde is that there is nQ need fur duplicative 

CQnstructiQn Qr permitting requirements within the I-Codes  that WQuldrequire  a builder  Qr hQme Qwner to get separate  permits  IlDder 
the IRC and!FC fQr the same SCQpeQfwQrk. Approval Qfthis propQsal will 6/19/2014 ensure the intent Qfthe IRC SCQpe,as a stand- 
alQne CQnstructiQn document,   is maintained  while  ensuring  that the exteriQr fire protectiQn features  are still regulated   under  the scope 
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of the !FC. Another problem with the current language is the reference to all maintenance requireinents of the !FC for IRC constructed. 
~~-",~In!.C~r'p;ri.\,.!,t<l,!h~. app!,,~~g~.t)le}p~~.c~cQ,!pl!Ie,l1t,Q.llf:3,~7IP8,,!hm:e,W!!S;n~;specific.lailguage;in•.th.e;II\&.that.re~d%,*"::":;';"~_. 
. maintenance for IRC struc~'in accoroanc'e Wiib the!FC: DUe to !lie laDllwig~'thilt Wil$approveduiF3-Q7/0S public cornmeni, all of 

the maintenance provisions in the !FC should be being applied right now. LOokirig over some of the maintenimce requirementS fot fire 
alarm systems and carbon monoxide detectOrs it raises the qiiestioic Has the fire serVice been enforcing these provisiOlis and if so 

• how? In inaily states, once iI one- and two~fainily: dwelling.or townhouse receives i~ certificate of occupimcy there is no more 
involvement with the building otp.ci~, The}f.<;: state.s that.it is the ~ officia,l's reSpq~ibility ..tp en8)1feexisting buildings meet 
the 
requirements of this code and that all buildings are inamtairied m ac6ordimclf"with itS'provisions, How many deJiai1i:nentshave 
requested entry to ensure that every existing one- and twO- fainily dwellitig is 'eiJuipped with a camon monoxide detector as required 
by the 2012 !FC? The current language of the !FC leaves'the lire service open to'liability if they are not enforcing the provisioIis of 
this code as it is Written lind adopted. Although some of the; ;';l'C"kncedsumdliidsiD. the !FCd;; not reqwre nuunten8nce on sonie ~f the 
systems in a one-and two-family dwellings or townhouses, the inference is that niaintenance is required because the term 
"mainten8nce"isuSedin 102.5 (2): . ':. ',' .... . ..' . '.., ". ... ....   . ,.," • 
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